The Kremlin and St. Basil's Cathedral are one of the 21 finalist candidates in the campaign to choose the
New 7 Wonders of the World. The winners of this unique vote will be announced on July 7, 2007 —
07.07.07 and will become part of history. They will be recognized as monuments that have truly global
meaning—they are part of our common cultural heritage. We can be proud of the 21 finalists, since each
of them is a unigue monument that belongs to its particular culture and country in a very special way.

The Kremlin has a long history, first built in 1156 as a residence for lvan I. Since then, it has been the
center of Russian statehood, the residence of the czars and hierarchs of the Russian Orthodox Church. In
1367-1368, the white stone walls and towers of the Kremlin were erected and Moscow began to be called
"white-stone.” In 1485-1495, the Kremlin was totally rebuilt, with brick buildings, and it gained its present
appearance and dimensions. At the beginning of the 18th century, Czar Peter | transferred the capital of
Russian to St.Petersburg—however, according to tradition, the tsars were still coronated in Moscow and
the Kremlin remained their official residence until the 1917 Russian Revolution.

In 1917, the Soviet government moved the Russian capital back to Moscow. The Kremlin became the
seat of the highest state bodies. In 1955, its unique museums were again open to the public. The Kremlin
has been the residence of the President of the Russian Federation and his administration since 1992.
The Kremlin remains a unique monument of Russian culture and a symbol of Russian statehood.

In front of the Kremlin is Red Square—an impressive plaza which, for many people, is associated with the
infamous May Day demonstrations. Rising from the southeast end of the square, across from the
Kremlin's Spasskaya Tower, is the Cathedral of Intercession on the Mound (better known as the
Cathedral of St. Basil the Blessed, or simply St. Basil's Cathedral), built in the 1550s to commemorate
Ivan the Terrible's capture of the Mongol stronghold of Kazan. It is a multi-tented church with onion
spires, traditionally perceived as symbolic of Russia’s unique position between Europe and Asia. In 1588,
Czar Fedor lvanovich added a chapel on the eastern side, above the grave of Basil Fool for Christ, a
Russian Orthodox saint after whom the cathedral was popularly named. Not very large, St. Basil's
consists of nine chapels built on one foundation.

Red Square is often considered the central square of all Russia, since the major streets of Moscow
radiate from here in all directions, turning into major highways outside the city. The name of Red Square
does not come from the bricks or from the link between the color red and Communism—rather, the
Russian word (krasnaya) means either "red" or "beautiful" (an older meaning) and was originally
used to express the beauty of St. Basil's Cathedral, then later used to refer to the nearby square.

The Kremlin/St. Basil's Cathedral represents Fortit ~ ude & Symbolism!

If you want to find out more about the exciting campaign to name the New 7 Wonders of the World,
please go to the New7Wonders website at www.new7wonders.com.
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