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Bohol formalizes bid on Choco
Hills

TAGBILARAM CITY, BOHOL, PHILIPPIMES Sunday, April 27, 2008

The provincial government officially confirms the nomination
for the Chocolate Hills to be included in the list of nominees
in the global search for the Mew 7 Wonders of Mature {(N7W),

Gov. Erico B. Aumentado filed the farmal nomination to the
Mew 7 Waonders of Nature, a non-government organization
that launched the search to determine sites which would
qualify to vie for the world's top 7 wonders of nature.

The action of the governor came following the reported
de-listing of the Chocolate Hills, not just in the ranking of the
top 7, but from the general list of nominees,

The de-listing surprised the Boholanos from all over the warld
since the Chocolate Hills was already ranked "Mo. 6" before it
was de-listed from the list of nominees early last week.

The de-listing united the Bohaolanos worldwide in demanding
an explanation from the sponsoring group.

Rep. Edgar Chatto who is the chairman of the House
committee on tourism made official queries at the United
Mations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Qrganization
{UNESCO) Manila regarding the matter,

UNWESCO Ambassador Preciosa Soliven informed the solon that
the global search was not initiated by UNESCO, Howewver, the
said NGO was initiating the search in line with UNESCO's
campaign as part of its advocacy.

DOT Secretary Ace Durano, Undersecretary Eduardo Jarque
and Berna Bunesoseco, head of DOT team Europe made the
guery on Chocolate Hill's sudden delisting, They were
informed that formal nomination has to be made with the
NGO,

City Mayor Dan Lim who was designated by the governor to
spearhead the campaign hit the ground through the Loboc
Children's Chaoir members whao are now in the United States
and Canada. Three sets of "Chocolate Hills" campaign shirts
were given to the choir members who were asked to wear
them wherever they go during the US5-Canada stint. Lim said
the city government is ready to relesase P500,000 to finance
the saturation of information campaign through billboards and
other advertising campaian, both here and abroad.



UNESCO's STATEMENT

In a statement, UNESCO said it was in fact repeatedly
"Invited to support" the search posted and voted on the
internet but it chose "not to collaborate" with the
foundation.

ambassador Soliven, UNESCO secretary-general and
executive director of the UNESCO National Commission of the
Philippines, quoted the statement, which was issued by the
UNESCO Headquarters, in her letter replying Rep. Chatto's
query on the search.

The WN7wW foundation, established by Swiss-born Canadian
filmmaker Bernard Weber, has no explanation as of presstime
on Chocaolate Hills' delisting not just from the running ranking
of the elite seven but from the list of all nominees,

"The list of the 'New 7 Wonders of Nature' will be the result
of a private undertaking, reflecting only the opinions of those
with access to the Internet and not the entire world,"
Saoliven quoted the UNESCO Headguarters.
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