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Choco Hills removed from

"wonders" tilt
By KIT BAGAIPO

Is the world-famous Chocolate Hills eliminated from the
official contenders of the global search for the MNew 7
Wonders of Mature?

The same question befuddled Bohalanos around the world as
they discovered Monday that Chocolate Hills was dislodged
from &th place on the online rankings of the New?Wonders
website and could nowhere be found in the Top 77 of the
internet polling.

The Chocolate Hills have consistently occupied the top 10 for
the past weeks and had been in the top 20 for the past two
months.

In fact, the good showing of the waorld-famous tourist site in
the global search prompted the Bohal officialdam, the media,
multi-sectaral groups and individuals to launch a massive
campaign for votes.

Howewer, starting Monday afternoon, for no apparent reason,
Chocolate Hills did not only disappear from the Top 77
rankings but was also removed from the list of official
nominees,

Gov. Erico Aumentado during the "888 Mews Forum"
yvesterday at the Bohol Tropics disclosed that he already
communicated with the organizers of the search for the New
7 Wanders of Nature,

In his letter, the governor asked the organizers for an
explanation on the de-listing of Chocolate Hills,

As doubts were raised regarding the de-listing, Aumentado
informed the organizers that a German geological scientist,
Or. Eric %os, has revealed that the Chocolate Hills were
created over three million years ago when the island province
of Bohol was under seawaters,

He said that the 1,268 hills located in the interior towns of
Carmen, Sagbayan and Batuan were formed by undersea
currents and tidal action,

"Being unusual geological farmations," Aumentado said, "the
hills have became the toast of tourists and nature lovers."

"In fact, former Pres. Fidel Ramos proclaimed Chocolate Hills
as a geological monument" which is the "crown jewels of
Bohol's tourism," the governor said.




"MAYON" EXPERIENCE

Three weeks ago, a similar incident happened to Mayon
Yolcano, another Philippine site nominated for the search,
Mayon was on the 17th place but was also dislodged from
the Top 77 and the list of official nominees,

Presently, two ather Philippine sites remain in the nominees -
Tubbataha Reef and the Puerto Princesa Subterranean River,

Tubbataha is currently ranked 9th as of latest poll, There are
over 200 contenders from all over the world,

Mominations and voting for the New 7 Wonders of Mature will
continue until December 31, 2008, The top 77 sites, based
on the number of global votes gathered, will become the
official nominees and will be eligible for consideration by a
Panel of Experts who will shortlist 21 finalists,

The Panel of Experts will be chosen by Mew7Wonders
Foundations whose names will be withheld until the winners
are announced,
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